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4 Now come unto me, and be not bitter against me any
longer : surely, there where thou hast been, thou hast
learned gentleness. Wherefore come now unto me who
do greatly desire thee : secst thou not that I wear thy
colour already ? ' And when 1 had seen all those offices
performed that are fitting to bo done unto the dead, it
seemed to me that I went back unto mine own chamber,
and looked up towards Heaven. And so strong \vas my
phantasy that I wept again in very truth, and said with
niy true voice : ' 0 excellent soul ! how blessed is he
that now looketh upon thee ! '
And as I said these words, with a painful anguish of
sobbing and another prayer unto Death, a young and
gentle lady, who had been standing beside me where
I lay, conceiving that I wept and cried out because of
the pain of mine infirmity, was taken with trembling
and began to shed tears. Whereby other ladies, who
were about the room, becoming aware of my discomfort
by reason of the moan that she made (who indeed was of
my very near kindred), led her away from where I was,
and then set themselves to awaken me, thinking that
I dreamed, and saying : ' Sleep no longer, and be not
disquieted.'
Then, by their words, this strong imagination was
brought suddenly to an end, at the moment that I was
about to say, * 0 Beatrice ! peace be with thcc.' And
already I had said, ' 0 Beatrice ! ' when being aroused,
I opened mine eyes, and knew that it had been a decep-
tion. But albeit I had indeed uttered her name, yet my
voice was so broken with sobs, that it was not under-
stood by these ladies ; so that in spite of the sore shame
that 1 felt, I turned towards them by Love'vS counselling.
And when they beheld me, they began to say, * He
seemeth as one dead/ and to whisper among themselves,
* Let us strive if we may not comfort him.' Whereupon
they spake to me many soothing words, and questioned
me moreover touching the cause of my fear. Then
I, being somewhat reassured, and having perceived that
it was a mere phantasy, said unto them, * This thing it
was that made me afeard;' and told them of all that

